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Currently in BWA, we seem to be leaning more
towards the side of the DNR in that we do think something needs to be done. Though there has been issues, we
Contact us on Facebook or email:
interpret the response plan as the gathering of information.
We need to know how widespread the disease is. If the
t_bestor@hotmail.com
DNR could have mandated CWD testing around the first
positive test, we may not have needed the special hunt.
I wanted to put together a newsletter based on
facts and what we know about CWD. Between the controversial and heavily contested DNR informative meetings, the deer farm orchestrated informative meetings and lack of
actual credible information I compiled what I thought to be the most accurate info from credible sources.
The intent of this information on Chronic Wasting Disease is to let you read through some small bits of findings and facts so you can make your most intelligent views. This would benefit everyone effected develop a better
educated opinion on how CWD should be handled near Preston and anywhere else in the state in the future. We
need to keep pounding the weight of public input to the DNR. The DNR needs to keep communicating their plans as
well. Even though CWD seems to be in the spotlight right now, don’t let it over shadow the deer planning committee meetings and the public input meetings going on. These are made deliberately to get the public involved. So far it
seems to be productive. Though it appears they would rather spend money on sharpshooters than getting the budget
together. Why are we planning for something we can’t afford?
So as far as BWA/CWD is concerned, I think we are strattling the line. We agree quick and rational action
needed to be taken. We aren’t in support of any action destined to massively reduce the herd without hard evidence
that deems it necessary. We aren’t experts by any means, so we don’t want to make a strong view of something we
know little about. We need to handle the rest of this area of CWD in a way that shows immediate information with
statistics that show progression or regression. It would be the easiest way for the relationship between MNDNR and
the public to become more transparent and in turn gain trust and confidence.
**All information in this newsletter is public information cited the best I could.Views of sources may not reflect those
of BWA and vice versa.

Our Mission:

Bluffland Whitetails Association (BWA) believes that improved deer
management practices, based upon sound scientific research by wildlife
professionals, can produce a healthy, balanced deer herd without reducing hunter opportunities. BWA is not a “trophy deer” or “quality deer
management” organization. A balanced deer herd will benefit hunters,
landowners and the public and ensure a brighter future for whitetails
and whitetail-related recreation.
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Test results show two deer harvested by hunters in
southeastern Minnesota were infected with Chronic
Wasting Disease, according to the Department of Natural
Resources.
One deer has been confirmed as CWD-positive. Confirmation of the second is expected later this week. The
deer, both male, were killed near Lanesboro in Fillmore
County during the first firearms deer season.
The two deer were harvested approximately 1 mile
apart. These are the only deer to test positive from 2,493
samples collected Nov. 5-13. Results are still pending from
373 additional test samples collected during the opening
three days of the second firearms season, Nov. 19-21.
CWD is a fatal brain disease to deer, elk and moose but
is not known to affect human health. While it is found in
deer in states bordering southeastern Minnesota, it was
only found in a single other wild deer in Minnesota in
2010.
The DNR discovered the disease when sampling hunter-killed deer this fall in southeastern Minnesota as part
of its CWD surveillance program. Dr. Lou Cornicelli,
DNR wildlife research manager, said hunter and landowner cooperation on disease surveillance is the key to
keeping the state’s deer herd healthy.
“We were proactively looking for the disease, a proven
strategy that allows us to manage CWD by finding it
early, reacting quickly and aggressively to control it and
hopefully eliminating its spread,” he said.
It is unknown how the two CWD-positive deer, which

were harvested 4 miles west of Lanesboro in deer permit
area 348, contracted the disease, Cornicelli said.
“We want to thank hunters who have brought their
deer to our check stations for sampling,” he said. “While
finding CWD-positive deer is disappointing, we plan to
work with hunters, landowners and other organizations
to protect the state’s deer herd and provide hunters the
opportunity to pass on their deer hunting traditions.”
These are the first wild deer found to have CWD since
a deer harvested in fall 2010 near Pine Island tested
positive. It was found during a successful disease control
effort prompted by the detection in 2009 of CWD on
a domestic elk farm. The DNR, landowners and hunters
worked together to sample more than 4,000 deer in the
Pine Island area from 2011 to 2013, and no additional
infected deer were found.
The National Centers for Disease Control and Prevention as well as the World Health Organization have found
no scientific evidence that the disease presents a health
risk to humans who come in contact with infected animals or eat infected meat. Still, the CDC advises against
eating meat from animals known to have CWD.
With the muzzleloader deer season stretching into
mid-December and archery season open through Saturday, Dec. 31, hunters should take these recommended
precautions when harvesting deer:
- Do not shoot, handle or consume any animal that is
acting abnormally or appears to be sick.
- Wear latex or rubber gloves when field dressing your
deer.

prompted an expanded carcass import restriction that does not allow whole carcasses of
deer, elk, moose and caribou to be brought into
Minnesota.

For more information, including maps of CWD surveillance areas,
frequently asked questions, hunter information and venison
processing, visit the DNR’s CWD homepage. Landowners, hunters
and citizens can stay engaged and informed by visiting the CWD
page and signing up to receive an email automatically when new
information on CWD management becomes available.
- Bone out the meat from your animal. Don’t saw
through bone, and avoid cutting through the brain or
spinal cord (backbone).
- Minimize the handling of brain and spinal tissues.
- Wash hands and instruments thoroughly after field
dressing is completed.
- Avoid consuming brain, spinal cord, eyes, spleen, tonsils and lymph nodes of harvested animals. Normal field
dressing coupled with boning out a carcass will remove
most, if not all, of these body parts. Cutting away all fatty
tissue will remove remaining lymph nodes.
- If you have your deer or elk commercially processed,
request that your animal is processed individually, without
meat from other animals being added to meat from your
animal.
The DNR already has begun implementing the state’s
CWD response plan. Three additional CWD testing stations were opened in Fillmore County last weekend and
electronic registration was turned off in two additional
deer permit areas.
“We’ll wait until the late 3B firearms season concludes
this weekend and analyze test results from all the samples
we collect from hunters,” Cornicelli said. “That will provide a better indication of the potential prevalence and
distribution of CWD so we can determine boundaries for
a disease management zone and the actions we’ll take to
manage the disease and limit its spread.”
The DNR began CWD testing in southeastern Minnesota
again this fall in response to expanded CWD infections in
Wisconsin, Illinois, and northeast Iowa, as well as new and
growing infections in Arkansas and Missouri. The increasing prevalence and geographic spread of the disease also

The discovery of CWD in wild deer reinforces
the need for the vigilance that disease surveillance and carcass import restrictions provide.
Although inconvenient, hunter cooperation with
these measures help protect Minnesota’s deer
herd.
“Working with landowners and hunters to better
protect deer from disease is vital to Minnesota’s
hunting tradition and economy and most important, the deer population in general,” Cornicelli
said. “In states where CWD has become well-established in wild deer, efforts at elimination have
been unsuccessful. Research has shown that if established, the disease will reduce deer populations in the
long term. Nobody wants this to happen in Minnesota.”
Because much of southeastern Minnesota’s land is privately owned, the DNR will work with landowners when
collecting additional samples to assess disease distribution and reduce the potential for CWD to spread. Sample collection could take the form of a late winter deer
hunt, landowner shooting permits and sharpshooting in
conjunction with cooperating landowners who provide
permission.
“Those decisions will be made after surveillance is done
this hunting season,” Cornicelli said.
The DNR has been on the lookout for CWD since
2002, when the disease first was detected at a domestic
elk farm in central Minnesota. In recent years it has put
additional focus on southeastern Minnesota; the region
abuts Wisconsin and northeastern Iowa. Wisconsin has
43 counties affected by CWD and the disease has been
detected in northeastern Iowa’s Allamakee County.
Since 2002, the DNR has tested approximately 50,000
deer, elk, and moose for CWD.
CWD is transmitted primarily from animal-to-animal by
infectious agents in feces, urine or saliva. The disease also
can persist for a long time in the environment and may be
contracted from contaminated soil. The movement of live
animals is one of the greatest risk factors in spreading the
disease to new areas.

White-tailed deer tests positive for the
disease near Dassel, Minnesota
The Minnesota Board of Animal Health confirms CWD
on a Meeker County farm near Dassel. Positive CWD
samples came from a two-year-old female white-tailed
deer that died on the farm. In accordance with state law,
tissue samples were collected from the carcass and submitted for CWD testing. Farmed deer, 12 months of age
and older, are required to be tested for CWD if they die
or are slaughtered.
Samples are tested at the University of Minnesota Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory and forwarded to the National Veterinary Services Laboratory in Ames, Iowa, which
officially confirms CWD. The Board shares information
with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
and works with the USDA as it investigates CWD cases
in farmed deer. The DNR responds to and manages CWD
in wild deer, while the Board of Animal Health regulates
farmed deer.
The Board’s records show this positive deer was born on
the CWD positive Crow Wing County farm and moved
to the Meeker County farm in December 2014. As of
December 30, 2016, there are three confirmed CWD
positive farmed deer in Minnesota. Two are associated
with the previously reported case in Crow Wing County.
The third, and most recent case in Meeker County, was
part of a herd of 14 white-tailed deer, which remain quarantined on the farm.
“This is why it’s important for the Board to maintain accurate animal identification and herd inventories,” said Dr.
Paul Anderson, assistant director at the Board of Animal
Health. “We were able to look back at five years of recorded deer movements out of the infected Crow Wing
County herd, locate herds that received deer from it, and
investigate those farms for a CWD infection. This tracing
led to the discovery in Meeker County.”

Update on Crow Wing County case: The original quarantine remains in place on the Crow Wing County herd after two female deer tested positive for CWD. The Board
is reviewing animal movement records into and out of the
herd during the past five years.
Movement records out of the herd show deer were
moved to four other Minnesota farms during the five
year trace-back period. One of those herds is the Dassel
farm in Meeker County. All associated herds remain under
movement restrictions.
Movement records into the herd show one of the two
CWD infected deer was moved into the herd in 2014
from a deer farm that is no longer in business. The other
positive deer was born on the farm.
CWD is a disease of deer and elk caused by an abnormally shaped protein, a prion, which can damage brain and
nerve tissue. There is no danger to other animal species.
The disease is most likely transmitted when infected
deer and elk shed prions in saliva, feces, urine, and other
fluids or tissues. The disease is always fatal and there are
no known treatments or vaccines. CWD is not known
to affect humans, though consuming infected meat is not
advised.
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https://www.nwhc.usgs.gov/disease_information/chronic_wasting_disease/
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD)
Chronic wasting disease (CWD) is a disease of the nervous system in deer and elk that results in distinctive brain lesions. It continues to be a major issue for wildlife scientists throughout the Nation, and a key focus for research at the
USGS National Wildlife Health Center (NWHC).
Research is concentrated on:
Understanding how the disease is transmitted among elk and deer, understanding the patterns of infection, and
determining how infection rates differ according to age and sex of the animal.
Searching for indications of genetic resistance to CWD, and developing tools for understanding CWD epidemics.
Studying the role that infected deer carcasses play in CWD transmission and how feeding and baiting may affect
transmission patterns.
Exploring the susceptibility of small mammals and their potential role in the transmission of CWD.
The NWHC continues to investigate CWD in Wisconsin and throughout the Nation. NWHC scientists provide
general information, consultation, and assistance to state agencies. NWHC staff participate in the multi-agency CWD
Science and Health Team and the Research Team, providing analyses and advice crucial to determining the distribution
of the disease in and around the Midwest.
Through collaboration and research, NWHC scientists seek a better understanding of the dynamics of CWD in wild
populations as it expands over different landscapes. Scientists at the NWHC are committed to the belief that collaboration with many different agencies is critical to understanding and controlling this disease.
Chronic Wasting Disease Quick FactCWD infects elk, white-tailed deer, and mule deer, but is not known to infect
livestock or humans at the present time. No treatment is known and the disease is typically fatal.

CWD Testing Brings A Couple
Happy Winners!
This past season, the Minnesota DNR contacted us at Bluffland Whitetails to donate a prize to give away as incentive
for people to test their harvested deer. We voted as a group to donate both a gun and a bow. The winners were drawn
and directed to see Marty at Archery Headquarters.

On the left, Mike Parma, the winner of the Bear Wild bow.
Mike shot an 8 point buck and allowed the DNR to test
the buck for CWD. The deer tested negative, but it entered
him in a chance at the bow donated by Bluffland Whitetails Association. Marty Stubstad presenting the bow.

On the right is the winner of the muzzleloader gun
drawing, Paul Vantassel. Paul shot an 11 point buck and
brought it in to get tested. The buck tested negative but
his efforts got him the chance at the gun donated by
BWA and he won! He is from Stewartville and gives a
big thank you to Bluffland Whitetails.
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The CWD Foundation
P.O. Box 55
South Fork, CO 81154
Phone: 719-657-0942
Fax: 719-657-2113
Info@stopcwd.org

CWD – FACTS from the Farm!
by R.A. Forrest, MSc
WHAT IS CWD? Chronic Wasting Disease is a neurological disease specific to cervid species such as deer and
elk. It is in the same family of disease as CJD in humans,
scrapie in sheep and Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy
(BSE) or “mad cow” disease. All are Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies (TSE disease) meaning they can be
passed to other animals and eventually results in spongelike brain damage. The deer version is called CWD because it causes progressive eating dysfunctions resulting
in gradual loss of weight and eventual death, usually by
pneumonia.

icals, heavy metals, nutritional deficiencies, bacteria, virus’,
viroids and virinos have been proposed, but NO theory
has yet been proven as to the specific cause of abnormal
prions.

HOW FAST DOES CWD KILL ITS VICTIMS? CWD is
not very contagious unless animals are intensively exposed to the unknown pathogen. While evidence is not
widely available, government research and publications
indicate that the maximum natural incubation from exposure to death is 33 months +/- 2 months, or less than 3
years. Shorter durations have been documented and the
earliest detectable disease has been in 4-month old artificially exposed fawn. Farmed cervid regulations require
a 60-month safety factor, a margin not substantiated by
HOW ARE THE SPONGY BRAINS FORMED? Since brain collected data.
cells cannot regenerate efficiently, Spongiform texture is
the result of individual brain cells being killed off, leaving
HOW IS CWD DETECTED? Clinical signs of CWD (a
open voids where the brain cells formerly resided. The
sickly, emaciated deer) are NOT diagnostic. Currently,
individual cells are probably killed by the toxic presence
TSE diseases are detected by observation of the brain
of abnormal brain proteins known as “Prions” which are
vacuoles (void spaces) and by immunochemistry or ELISA
a diagnostic symptom of the TSE diseases. All tissue have
tests upon brain or lymph nodes, whereby a chemical
prion protein, but only TSE victims develop excessive
stain attaches to the abnormal prions allowing them to be
abnormal prion protein in their brains.
detected by visual or optical methods. All tests are currently post-mortem, although several pre-mortem tests
WHY IS THE PRION PROTEIN ABNORMAL? Virtually all, are being perfected. Only a few government-sponsored
normal living protein material can be digested in prolabs are allowed to do the testing.
teinase enzymes. This is how the body cleanses itself of
processed proteins for recycling or excretion. Abnormal
ARE THE TESTS INFALLIBLE? NO! All test methods are
prions apparently have a high manganese content, which
somewhat subjective and are constantly subject to misinseems to render proteinase digestion ineffective; hence
terpretation and interference. Bacteria have been known
abnormal prions cannot be dissolved via normal bodily
to confuse test results. False negatives are common
functions resulting in toxic accumulations.
during the early stage of disease and false positives are
possible. Post-mortem sampling procedures and sample
WHAT FORMS THE ABNORMAL “PRIONS”? Much
treatment after collection will potentially affect results.
controversy surrounds the cause of abnormal prion
Human errors are always possible.
creation. While many suggest that the prions themselves
are “self-replicating”, this premise is in contravention
IS THERE A CWD CURE OR VACCINE? No! Since the
with traditional biological principals whereby living cells
actual cause of CWD is undetermined, there is as yet
needing RNA or DNA to identically replicate. Prions
no cure or vaccine. While early stage infection might yet
have
Page no
10 RNA or DNA. Alternate theories of toxic chem- prove reversible, once clinical signs appear, the disease is

terminal. Numerous private companies and government
research efforts are being devoted to solving the CWD
dilemma.
CAN CWD PERSIST IN THE ENVIRONMENT? Yes!
Abundant evidence suggests that residual environmental
contamination, probably via feces, urine, saliva or carcass
debris, may play a more important role in disease transmission than direct animal-to-animal contact. Insects may
be a factor as well.
IS THERE A RISK TO HUMANS? To date, NO EVIDENCE
has been found of a human disease derived from eating or
handling a CWD positive animal. However, some evidence
does exist for BSE beef cows infecting an extremely
minute fraction of human consumers with “new variant”
CJD. All domestic cervids slaughtered for meat under
government inspection must be tested negative for CWD.
However, wild harvested animals are NOT required to be
tested. As with any disease, precautions are advisable.
HOW DID TSE DISEASES ORIGINALLY START? Two
TSE’s, spontaneous human Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease
(CJD) and sheep scrapie have been documented for many,
many decades. But, most of the other TSE diseases found
in mink, monkeys, cats, zoo animals, etc. have been created
or manipulated by man’s influence over animals.
SO WHERE DID CWD COME FROM? Observational
evidence and most theories suggest that CWD, like BSE,
originated from the sheep TSE disease, scrapie, which
has been documented for over 400 years in Europe
and about 60 years in North America. In the 1950’s and
1960’s, northeastern Colorado, specifically Larimer County, Colorado had a high infection rate for sheep scrapie.
Close proximity of wild deer to sheep may have randomly
passed the disease, or more logically the human-induced
close confinement of deer and sheep undergoing artificial
stress events, may have mutated and passed the disease to
deer.
WHEN DID CWD FIRST APPEAR? The first cases of
classic “chronic wasting” appeared in the late 1960’s in
captive wild deer held in interchangeable deer research
facilities operated by Colorado State University (CSU)
and the Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) at Ft
Collins, Larimer County, Colorado. Wild deer cases were
not observed until the late 1970’s and then only with
in a 50-kilometers (usually within a 5-km radius) of the
research facilities even though sampling occurred outside
that radius.

WHAT KIND OF EXPERIMENTS WERE DONE ON
DEER IN THE 1960’s? Many unusual and controversial
studies were performed. Fully documented research studies placed starved deer and sheep into common pens to
determine stress-induced activity, time to death, or preferred food under stressed conditions. Nuclear radiation
studies had deer and sheep injected with, fed or exposed
to contaminated radioactive materials to determine death
dosages and behavioral aberrations. Eventually cross-species (non TSE) disease transmission studies were also
attempted. The US Fish and Wildlife Service conducted
lethal dosage pesticide studies at it’s tiny confined Denver
Federal Center deer pens located in nearby Lakewood,
Colorado.
CHRONOLOGICALLY, WHERE in the world HAS CWD
BEEN FOUND?
1960’s CSU and CDOW Research facilities at Ft Collins
were contaminated, and possibility the USFW facilities at
Lakewood CO.
1970’s: The Wyoming Sybille Wildlife Research facility, a
private zoo and the Toronto, Canada Zoo all of which had
received animals from the Colorado research facilities.
Exposed animals were sent to at least four other Colorado deer research pens at Meeker, Kremmling, USFS Fraser
and the USFW Federal Center pens. Additionally, animals
were shipped to facilities and zoos around the continent. Numerous positive wild animals were found in and
around the Ft Collins area.
1980’s to mid 1990’s: CWD was found in Rocky Mountain National Park, and in wild animals of SE Wyoming.
The “endemic area” was spreading predominately north
and east. Until 1991, deliberate and knowingly, the
CDOW moved exposed research animals to numerous
locales around Colorado including fawning pens at Pawnee Grasslands and to nutrition research pens in far NW
Colorado near the Utah border. CWD research tissue
samples sent all over the country, including the University
of Wisconsin at Madison. SEE inset MAP below.
1996-98: CWD was found on a Saskatchewan, Canada
game farm, which had in turn, infected several dozen other SK farms over several years. The SK source farm was
found to have had elk from a South Dakota farm, which
had received deer from the Denver Zoo, which in turn,
had gotten deer from the CDOW. Domestic cases were
found on a farm in Montana and one in Oklahoma, which
traced a history of animals from the South Dakota source
farm.

cervid deaths, in 2002 the Colorado Dept of Agriculture
(CDOA) and the CDOW, subjected to undue pressure
from Governor Owens and the press, executed a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA). The MOA unilaterally
gave away the exclusive and proper legislative authority
of the CDOA to regulate farmed cervids as Alternative
Livestock. Onerous new rules dictated by the CDOW
2001: A large outbreak emanating from a NE Colorado
restricted farm cervid import, export, fencing, testing, wild
elk farm but was caught by a state-mandated domestic
animal contact, intra-state movement, etc. with review and
cervid CWD surveillance program with several Coloraveto authority from the CDOW. These rules were imdo farm animals and one Kansas animal positive. The NE
posed upon elk farms, which were in the midst of already
Colorado source herd was in the endemic area near the
CDOW’s Pawnee Grassland fawning pens and had animals successfully eradicating CWD from their herds with
the help of the CDOA by mid-2002. NO controls were
from two elk farms near Ft. Collins.
demanded or imposed upon wild animal movements, dis2002: Implementation of the USDA CWD program. Rap- ease sources, or government sponsored and/or operated
research activities.
id depopulation completed upon the exposed domestic
cervid herds. Much increased wild surveillance. NumerHOW DID CWD SPREAD AROUND COLORADO?
ous positive Wisconsin wild animals found west of MadWhile many insinuate that game farms have spread CWD,
ison WI. and south into Northern Illinois. CWD found
NO case of wild CWD has been tracked back to a dowidely dispersed in Western Colorado wild animals, but
mestic elk farm and ALL exposed farms have been depopclustered near the above-mentioned CDOW research
ulated. To the contrary, at least six domestic cases, as well
facilities. Alberta had one CWD elk on a farm, which had
years ago received animals from the South Dakota source as, the initial NE Colorado source farm must have obfarm. Positive animals found in Utah near the border with tained the disease from the wild. Wild animal migrations
have moved the disease in all directions from Larimer
Colorado. Several CWD animals found in Southern New
County and government research animal movements have
Mexico. Two infected deer farms in Southern Wisconsin,
jumped CWD all across Western Colorado.
but were not the source of wild CWD.

1999-2000: Domestic cases were found in NE Colorado, in the wild and in domestic elk of Nebraska and in
South Dakota. The endemic area was expanding. A few
wild CWD cases in SK, Canada. A single case was found in
South Korea from animals imported from SK, Canada.

2003: More wild positives in WI, UT, NM, SD WY and
CO. More domestic positives found in WI and MN. Greatly increased lab testing abilities and surveillance programs
were instigated all around the continent. Two more CWD
cases in Alberta domestic whitetail deer and then UNRELATED BSE in a beef cow closed the Canada ruminant
trade.
WHAT IS THE STATUS OF THE COLORADO FARM
CWD CASES? In 1997 Colorado elk farmers voluntarily
began disease testing for CWD. A mandatory program
was installed and discovered the first domestic CWD
case in 1999, with many more in late 2001. By early 2002,
ALL Colorado domestic cases and their herd mates, as
well as most farms in the endemic wild CWD area, (total
~4,500 head) were depopulated with 56 positive cases,
48 from the NE Colorado original source ranch and six
separate cases within the NE Colorado endemic area
presumed to have been transmitted from the wild. NO
additional cases since early 2002.
WHAT CONTROLS HAVE BEEN PLACED ON COLORADO ELK FARMS? Despite a mandatory and
SUCESSFULL CWD surveillance program on all farm
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SO WHO IS REALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR CWD? While
the evidence of the origin of CWD back in the 1960’s
is somewhat cloudy, the movement of the disease since
then is not at all ambiguous. While CSU has not made any
specific animal information available, Colorado Open Records requests and the CDOW have published a portion
of their research activities, which acknowledged exposed
research animals co-mingled with wild study subjects.
Captive wild deer held in contaminated pens escaped,
were returned to the wild, or when dead, were disposed
of in an unknown fashion. Further, exposed animals were
given or sold to zoos, universities and private individuals.
Diseased tissue samples were sent around the continent.
In 1996, CDOW internal documents (See inset memo
above) admitted the potential liability of the CDOW for
the eventual and possible introduction of CWD into domestic elk herds. While some mitigation steps were then
taken in 1997, such as providing double fence materials,
by 1999 the disease had entered the Colorado domestic
farms, but was fortunately caught by mandatory industry
surveillance and was eliminated by 2002.
CAN CWD BE CONTROLLED? Predominately, CWD
HAS BEEN controlled in domestic cervids that are not

Balanced deer
management
The goal of modern wildlife management is to manage
wildlife resources for the greatest benefit of the public and to
ensure the continuation of each species. With white-tailed deer,
management that strives for a balanced deer herd is the best
means to achieve this goal. A balanced deer herd is one in which
there is a biologically sound balance within:
•
•
•

The buck-to-doe ratio
The age structure of the deer herd
The deer population and existing habitat

Management strategies also must take into consideration
balancing the interests of hunters, landowners and the public.
White-tailed deer, like all fish and wildlife, are a valued public
resource. Their management should remain in the hands of public wildlife managers, whose responsibility it is to serve the best
interests of all citizens, versus the private interests of a select few.
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exposed to infected wild animals. Recent discussions at
the United States Animal Health Association Annual Meetings in October included the following key points:
Route of transmission is horizontal and other, and is
contagious;
Infectivity is high in mule deer and lower in elk;
Incidence higher in males and lower in females,
Primarily a risk to wildlife populations, rather than
livestock or human populations;
Factors that contribute include: scrapie in sheep and
wildlife movements;
Comments attributed to Dr. Mike Miller of the CDOW
suggested that ‘There is no apparent and practical means
of eliminating the disease from the wildlife in Colorado.’
Here in Colorado wild CWD movement remains unabated to date.
SO IF CWD IS PREDOMINATELY AN UNCONTROLLED WILD CERVID DISEASE, WHY ARE CERVIDS
FARMERS SUBJECTED TO CONTINUING ONEROUS
REGULATIONS? Quite simply, an agenda to defer attention and responsibility away from the ongoing wild prob-

lem. The Zero CWD risk currently demanded of farmers
via excessive regulations, regulations not based upon
scientific fact, will NOT have a significant impact upon
the steady progress of the wild disease. Onerous rules
serve only to eliminate farmers from a private business
that “competes” with government agencies; agencies
which desire to control cervid species, exclusively. To date,
scores of farmers have been put out of business with
virtually NO impact on the rampant progression of wild
disease. “FACTS from the Farm” suggests that corrective,
scientifically justified regulations and procedures are now
necessary.
About the Author: Mr. Forrest, a graduate of the Montana
School of Mines, has over 30 years of investigative earth
science background, directs and compiles CWD research
for the Foundation and was formerly a full time elk farmer depopulated by CWD concerns. His detailed, factual
research and writings on CWD may be viewed at www.
stopcwd.org. The information presented above is excerpted from extensive published and unpublished literature, all
of which are available for review. Inquires welcome (719657-0942), antler333@amigo.net.

Chisholm Valley
Wildlife Art
Michael and Juli Sieve’s
22388 Daley Creek Drive
Rushford, MN 55971
(507) 421-2527
michaelsieveart.com
Directions are on our website.
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CWD Affected County

Wisconsin’s 2002 CWD Response

**Hunters killed over 27k deer.
**Sharpshooters shot over 1,300 deer costing upwards of $1.3
million.
**Spent around $35 million by 2006.
**By 2015 its believed they have spent over $50 million on
CWD research and containment.
(Information from privately funded CWD facts and fiction
meeting in Chatfield)
I looked and looked for the positive test maps from each year
beginning in 2002. At the public CWD meeting in Preston a
few months ago, a member of the WDNR had them on his
power point presentation. It really put in perspective how fast it
could spread.
This information is one of many parts of the CWD conversation. Just because CWD positive tests are popping up here and
there, this doesn’t tell you how the herd is doing. Is the population actually declining? At the meeting in Chatfield, they had
images of a collared doe over a decade old in the CWD zone
looking fit and still birthing fawns.
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Map printed 2/08/17
* WI locations as of 2/08/17.
Illinois locations as of 4/19/16.

Bayfield
Douglas
MICHIGAN
Iron

Ashland

Vilas

Burnett

Washburn

Sawyer

Florence
Oneida

Price

Forest
Polk

Rusk

Barron

Marinette
Lincoln
Taylor

Saint
Croix

Langlade

Chippewa

Menominee

Oconto

Dunn

Door

Marathon
Shawano

Eau
Claire

Pierce

Clark
Kewaunee

Pepin
Portage
Wood

Buffalo

Waupaca

Jackson

Brown

Outagamie

Trempealeau

Manitowoc
Waushara

MINNESOTA

Calumet

Adams

Juneau

Monroe

La Crosse

Winnebago

Marquette

Green
Lake

Fond du
Lac

Sheboygan

Vernon
Ozaukee

Columbia

Sauk

Dodge
Washington

Richland

Lake Michigan

Crawford
Milwaukee
Dane

Waukesha

Iowa

Jefferson

Grant
Racine
Green

Lafayette

Rock

Walworth

Kenosha

IOWA

458 Farms
ILLINOIS
I:\USERS\BOURIRD\MAPS\CWD\Reg_Deer_Farms_072514.pdf
Data shown on this map were obtained from various sources and
are of varying age and resolution. This map is not intended to be
used for navigation, and is not an authoritative source of
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not guarantee the accuracy, applicability for a particular use,
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Has your
membership
expired?
To determine if your membership has expired, look for your
membership expiration date on
this page of the newsletter by
your name and address.

Working cooperatively for a healthy, balanced white-tailed deer herd . . .
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BWA Whitetail News

Bluffland Whitetails Association
26355 Cherokee Road
St. Charles, MN 55972
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

In an effort to keep our membership current, we are asking
members whose membership
has expired to please send in the
renewal form on page 13 of this
newsletter.
Your continued support is
appreciated very much.
Thank you!

Bluffland Calendar of Events
Upcoming BWA
Board Meetings
June 21st
Roosters Too
Rochester, Mn
July 19th
Roosters Too
Rochester, Mn
August 16th
Pope and Young Club
Chatfield, Mn
Meetings start at 6:30pm

These locations may change.
Check the Facebook page or the
website for up to date information.

Deer Plan Committee
Meetings
June 21: Healthy Habitat
July 19: Impacts of deer on other
resources
August 16: Hunter and non-hunter satisfaction
September 20: Deer population
management, monitoring and
research
October 18: Funding
November 15: TBD/Remaining
topics as needed
December 13: Finalization

Contact us with your input on
these specific topics. BWA is a
strong voice at these meetings.

MnDNR Important
Dates
August 18: Camp Ripley Archery
Hunt App Deadline
Sept 7: Antlerless Deer and Special
Hunt Lottery Deadline
Sept 16: Archery Opener
Oct 19: First Camp Ripley Hunt
Special Youth Deer Season
Oct 28: Second Camp Ripley Hunt
Nov 4: First Gun Season Opener
Nov 18: Second Gun Season
Opener
Nov 25: Muzzleloader season
Opener

BWA board meetings are open to all members,
as well as those interested in
learning more about the organization.

